
NobileT5
TESTED: 134x41cm AVAILABLE SIZES: 122, 125, 128, 131, 134, 137, 140cm
TESTED IN: Pismo Beach, 17-20 knots, small waves

FROM THE MANUFACTURER
The Human Concept has once again driven the development of the 
2010 T5 range leading to the most versatile and easy-to-use board 
we’ve tested. For 2010 we’ve moved to a 100% wood core, offering 
unsurpassed levels of comfort and anti-vibration control without any 
compromise to rider feeling. 

THE KITEBOARDER REPORT
Out of the Box: The first thing we noticed about the Nobile T5 is 
that it is not symmetrical. The heel edge is much squarer than the 
toe edge, which should allow more of the board to be in the water 
when riding toeside. The second thing we noticed was the huge carry 
handle. It’s massive! The T5 is very light for its size and has very 
bright yellow 55mm fins and soft thick foot pads. The profile of this 
board is very thin and it has quite a lot of flex, especially in the tips.

On the Water: The Nobile T5 is a very quick to plane board that 
takes very little power to get up riding and to stay upwind. This board 
tracks very well, but the large fins make it a little challenging to 
break the board loose. The straps and pads were very comfortable 
when riding, but they seemed to be a bit slippery and we had trouble 
keeping the board on our feet during aggressive moves. The Nobile 
T5 is a fast board that pops off the water well and lands softly.
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Tester Comment:
“The T5 is a great cruising board. The larger fins allow you 
to milk it upwind in even the lightest conditions and the 
asymmetrical edge gives you a bit more comfort when riding 
on your toeside.” –Andy Krafts, 200 lbs., Freestyle Kiter.

8 �	 �Be sure you set up the straps properly, as the 
board has an asymmetrical outline. The more 
curved tips should be on your toeside edge.

8	 �Consider replacing the straps and pads with 
ones that are a bit more secure if you’re into 
powered freestyle moves. 

fonefluid

THE VERDICT:
The Fluid’s smooth ride and predictable handling 
make this a great beginner/intermediate or cruiser 
board. It tracks nicely, gets upwind quickly, and 
doesn’t chatter or skip out. The board’s jumping 
performance, while fine for beginner and intermediate 
kiters, may not satisfy more experienced riders.

TESTED: 140x42cm AVAILABLE SIZES: 135x39, 140x40, 140x42cm
TESTED IN: Zuma Beach, 22-28 knots, 4-6 ft. waves

FROM THE MANUFACTURER
Ideal for freeriding and easy to learn on, this board benefits from all the 
research made on the high-end models. The new Fluid is equipped with 
our 3D molded Platinum Pads & Straps for the best comfort and the new 
Strap Lock 2 for easy mounting and setup. The Fluid is available as a 
package with the new 2010 Revolt 3, making it the best introductory 
package at a very competitive price.

THE KITEBOARDER REPORT
Out of the Box: With the bright colors on this board, you are not 
going to have trouble finding it. The Fluid is a relatively light board 
with inverted ABS rails. The rails are thick in the middle and taper to 
thin rails in the ends. The flex in this board is almost all in the ends, 
with the middle of the board being relatively stiff. The Fluid features 
5cm fins and the comfortable F-One straps and pads.

On the Water: We tested the largest of the boards available, and 
found that the Fluid (at least the large size) is very quick to get on a 
plane and doesn’t take a lot of power to keep it there. The Fluid is 
very smooth on the water and holds a solid edge that never skipped 
out on our testers. This board rides fast through the water (but not 
as fast as some other boards out there). The Fluid’s ride is best 
described as being smooth and comfortable. Getting upwind is fairly 
easy and it has plenty of pop for beginner and intermediate riders. T
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Tester Comment:
“The Fluid is an excellent board for beginners and 
intermediates to progress on. It’s nice and thin so it is 
easy to hold an edge.” Gary Martin, 175 lbs., Surf Kiter

8 �	 �If you are looking for a kite and a board, 
consider looking at the Revolt 3 and Fluid 
package from F-One to get the best deal.

8	 �Adjust the foot straps to your own personal 
preference. If you are unsure where to put 
them or what angle they should be at, ask 
someone for help. 
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nlike a pair of well-worn 
jeans, wetsuits do not get 
more comfortable with age. 

At some point it is time to toss out 
the old rubber and upgrade. Until 
then, you can keep your wetsuit out 
of the landfill by getting it repaired. 

The first question is, can you fix 
it yourself or should you take it to 
the wetsuit repair guys? Basically, 
if you can fix the problem using 
wetsuit glue, you should be able 
to fix it yourself. If the fix requires 
stitching or replacing a section of 
the wetsuit, you should probably 
take it to the repair professionals 
who have sewing machines that 
are geared for wetsuits and the 
right type of thread and materials. 
If you are down in Baja and in a 
pinch, try to avoid dental floss 
and duct tape as these make 
doing proper repairs more difficult. 
Instead, take a can of wetsuit 
glue on your trip to keep you suit 
patched together.

Taking Care of Your 
Rubber: Wetsuit Repairs
Easy repairs you can do yourself
Gouges that don’t go all the way through the material 
can be easily fixed with wetsuit glue. The wetsuit glue 
we recommend is called Seal Cement. It is black runny 
glue that comes in a four fluid ounce can. The inside 
of the lid has a small brush attached. Another product 
often sold for wetsuit repairs is a clear product that 
comes in a tube but we have found the best success 
with Seal Cement. 
 
Split seams are seams that have started to open on 
the outside but have not completely come apart. A bit 
of wetsuit glue will close the seam and should keep 
it from completely blowing out. Note that you cannot 
repair a completely blown out seam using only wetsuit 
glue, unless you add a seam tape to the inside of the 
seam repair. Using a glue-on seam tape is a good option. 
Otherwise, send it to the repair guys. 

When to send to the repair guys
Material replacements are done when a section of the 
wetsuit is either worn through or rotted out. If the jersey on 
the inside or outside of your wetsuit is separating from the 
rubber, it cannot be repaired but must be replaced. Estimates 
can go from “worthwhile” all the way up to “toss it out and 
get a new one.” We also do not recommend iron on repair kits 
as this home remedy often results in a scorched wetsuit.

Broken zippers can go a number of different ways. 
Sometimes only the zipper slider needs to be replaced. This 
type of a repair is inexpensive. A more expensive repair is 
needed when the zipper has broken teeth. If this is the case, 
the whole zipper needs to be replaced. In both cases, have the 
repair guys do it as some stitching and material replacement 
is involved.

Most wetsuit repairs average $20 to $80. 

How to do it 
Hold the tear or split seam open as you brush wetsuit glue 
onto both sides of the tear. Allow the first coat of glue to 
dry for approximately five minutes. Next, apply a second 
coat of glue and allow it to dry one more minute. Finally, 
close the tear or seam evenly and give it a pinch to help 
set the glue. Do this when your wetsuit is dry and you’ll be 
back on the water after two hours of drying time. 

ProMotion Wetsuits offers 
wetsuit repairs with estimates 
on any brand over the counter at 
their Hood River, Oregon shop. 
Wetsuits needing repair should 
be dry and sand free. ProMotion 
also sells Seal Cement online at 
www.wetsuit.com, along with 
most surf and dive shops.
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THE VERDICT:
The Nobile T5 is a well-made lightweight board that works well 
even when underpowered. Riders who want a solid cruiser 
board that is comfortable to ride in a variety of conditions will 
really like the T5. If you like a looser board, you may want to 
look at Nobile’s Fifty50. In the larger sizes, the T5 should work 
great for riders who want a lightwind board that still offers 
good performance, but the T5 will also work well for riders who 
just want a solid freeride board. 

U

When your wetsuit springs a leak, it’s 
time to either fix it yourself or send it off 
to the experts. Photo: Scott Edwards

By Jorge Pulido, Wetsuit Repair Guy/ProMotion Wetsuits

Photo Courtesy ProMotion



The Thruster has been Eclipse’s most popular kite in the 
line for the last four years. For 2010, what is the biggest 
change from the previous year’s model? We released the 
original Thruster in October 2006 so this is our longest running 
kite and has always been our best seller. The Thruster has many 
fans around the world. The Thruster was originally designed as 
a big boosting kite that felt like a C-kite while offering riders big 
depower and easy relaunch. After the ‘07 and ’08 model years the 
customers wanted a kite that did more and we refined the Thruster 
to satisfy more riders. Now in 2010 the Thruster V.4 is an excellent 
kite for intermediate through advanced riders that are looking for 
a freestyle kite that works great not only for boosting, but also 
racing, freeride, and surf. It has better low-end power, faster 
relaunch, jumps higher than ever before, and offers more depower 
with the new bar system. Finally, the Thruster has a new panel 
layout which contributes to performance and we tried our best to 
make some cool simplified graphics.
 
What are some of the other key product features and 
performance characteristics of the 2010 Thruster? I personally 
won’t make a new kite unless it’s better in some way. We had many 
riders telling us the Thruster was the perfect kite, begging us not to 
change it. Everyone just loved the performance and feel of the 2009 
model. Bill Hansen mentioned the kite’s pattern was too complex 
with too many panels. Combined with the scuff guards and heavy 
materials, it added up to a lot of extra needless weight. Bill’s idea 
was to strip down and simplify to see what we got. It’s a simple 
theory - a lighter kite flies better. So that’s what we did and in the 
end, we took off over two pounds. We got a kite that flew about 
30% better than before with easier relaunch, faster movement 
through the window, better upwind performance, and improved low 
end. The kite is still built remarkably well, using more expensive yet 
lighter materials on reinforcement areas.

Are there any tuning options which significantly change the 
handling of the kite? The Thruster comes pre-tuned for the new 
Eclipse bar- it’s a no-nonsense setup which will get you on the water 
fast. If you want more low-end just tighten up the back lines. The 
Thruster has two speed settings, fast and very fast. 

What type of rider is best suited for this kite? At Eclipse we 
make kites for a purpose. The Thruster is our freestyle/freeride kite 
for intermediate to expert riders looking to have fun! The Thruster 
does it all but specializes in old school freestyle riding and racing. 
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What kind of quick release does the 
chicken loop use and what are the leashing 
options? The quick release is a new molded 
design and it’s a push away system. The leash 
goes through the center of the quick release - you 
have your choice of full 100% flag out safety or 
80% safety which depowers the kite enough to 
fall from the air and land depowered in the water, 
ready for relaunch.

How is the quick release put back together? 
Is your session over if you engage it? The 
collar of the quick release slides over a pin - very 
similar to other systems on the market. Your 
session is far from over. It’s easy to put back 
together in just a few seconds. 

Does the new control bar have above or 
below the bar depower? Is there a swivel to 
easily un-spin lines? We have two bar options: 
One with below the bar and one that is above. 
Both have a swivel. 

How does Eclipse’s Bulletproof Warranty 
work? It’s very simple. You buy a kite, register it 
online, and ride it. If the kite gets damaged in any 
way, you pack it in a box and ship it to Prokitesurf 
for a free repair. We will send the kite back to 
you and you’ll be back on the water in no time. 

thekiteboarder.com  73

Now in its fourth generation, the Thruster V.4 offers improved 
low end grunt, more depower, a faster relaunch, and an all-
new control bar. Photo Syrie Blaco Walsh eclipse

For 2010, Best has modified its Redline Bar. 
What are the most significant change on the 
new bar? The Redline Performance Bar (RPB) has 
an all-new molded chicken loop with integrated 
swivel, a new ‘stick’ with new one-piece forged alloy 
bar center, new carbon tubes, and new smooth-
formed bar ends with wraparound EVA grip. The 
dual-depower and Redline safety ropes have been 
upgraded to a higher abrasion resistance line and 
we added a kook proof option to the flying line 
loops. The trim strap remains a pull-pull unit but 
is of a different design and we even replaced the 
carabineer with a new spring gate version.

The new Redline bar has a below the bar 
swivel. What does this accomplish versus 
an above the bar swivel? The new swivel was 
designed to be rotated by hand. We consulted 
riders and they said that being correctly aligned for 
unhooking was more important than a swivel that 
spun under its own weight. In fact, they said they 
hate free-spinning swivels, so the under-bar swivel 
is built with a little bit of friction. We gave it enough 
friction to stay where you want it, but we also made 
sure that the part was close enough to your hands 
so you could un-spin it as you wanted as well. We 
think it hits the right spot for riders who unhook and 
those that don’t. We know we can’t beat nature so 
we designed the under-bar swivel to be simple, easy 
to clean, and easy to service. 

Best’s new bar is carbon. Is the entire bar made out of carbon or 
just certain parts? We’ve always made bars with carbon in the tubes, 
but this year it’s all carbon apart from a single  bonding layer of fiberglass 
on the inside of the tubes. Carbon is a better fiber than glass. It’s stronger 
for the same weight and flexes less for the same volume. 

What are some of the other key product features and performance 
characteristics on the new bar? Because all the structural 
components are now molded out of composite reinforced plastics, we can 
guarantee that every quick release and every swivel will function under 
load and that they release with the same pressure and continue to do so.

Does the new bar work on all Best kites or only the 2010 models? 
How about other kite brands? The flying lines are rigged so that front and 
back lines are equal when the trim strap is on full power with the bar pulled 
all the way down; most manufacturers specify the same set-up so it should 
work across the board. For older Best kites there is more than enough back 
line adjustability on the kites to compensate for almost any flying line offset. 
Naturally the 2010 bar works with all 2010, 2009, and 2008 kites.

What are the leash options on the new bar and how do they work? 
The Redline safety system uses a dual front line set-up where the kite is 
depowered onto both front lines. The kite retains some power in the canopy 
and will land ready to be relaunched when the safety is activated. 

Is the chicken loop easy to put back together on the water or is 
your session over once you engage it? We think it’s the easiest QR 
on the market to activate and to rebuild because there are no complex 
mechanical parts inside, no triggers, no see-saws, no pivoting pins, just 
a simple living-hinge and stopper ball that can be rebuilt in seconds, 
even with load on the flying lines. Just grab the inner section, slide in 
the stopper and pull down the cuff. It is self-aligning and self-locking 
and can’t be fouled by salt and sand.

Is there any special offer to riders who purchased a 2010 Best 
kite who want the new bar upgrade? There’s no specific upgrade deal 
as it’s not the ‘2010 Redline Performance Bar’, it’s the current bar, and 
it’s probably going to be around for a while. We do have a package deal 
available with the 2010 Waroo and the new RPB. Check in at your dealer 
for details on what you can save.

What was your biggest challenge during the prototype phase? Fitting 
every feature that people wanted into the chicken loop and QR, and getting 
that to fit in the palm of your hand. We did it though. After all that’s what we 
do - create gear to make kiting more fun and simpler than ever before.

The new Redline Performance Bar is a huge step up from last year. The single 

depower line is replaced by the standard dual-depower setup, but retains the 

Redline safety feature. The new QR is super simple, no metal parts, easy to 

service, almost impossible to foul, and safe to use even with crazy pressure on 

the lines. The ends are fully wrapped, so if you slip a one handed move after a 

pass you don’t hit hard plastic. The centerline hole in the bar now has a one piece construction, 

the hole is wider, smooth on all sides, and flared like crazy- making the bar super smooth to 

turn and should help extend the life of your depower and Redline ropes. They’ve even put the 

swivel in the chicken loop, so you can reach it to untwist, but gave it enough friction so it stays 

in place for unhooking. 

Joe Ruscito, Best Team Rider tested
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Product name: 
Redline Performance Bar
Product Category: 
Control Bar
Sizes available: 
45, 50, and 55cm
Release date: 
Available Now
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designer’scornerThe new Redline Control Bar is a 
completely new design featuring a new 
dual depower setup, molded chicken loop 
with an integrated swivel, a one-piece 
forged alloy bar center, and smoothly 
formed bar ends. Photo Gavin Butler

Designer Profile:
Name: Peter Stiewe
Age: 39
Location: South Africa/Portugal
Job Title: Managing Director R&D, 
Kite design
Designing: Kiteboarding products 
for 9 years
Kiteboarding: 10 years

The next generation Eclipse Thruster has been tweaked and modified 

to provide enhancement of the legendary performance serious riders 

expect from this kite. It has been manufactured with improved quality 

with attention to every detail. The Thruster Version 4 kept all the things 

you liked about the kite’s performance and stepped it up a level to 

provide an even faster kite with better low end grunt, without sacrificing the free ride 

and jumping experience you come to expect when the wind picks up. Combined with 

new graphics and the new Morph bar with the push-away release, I can’t wait to get 

this kite in rider’s hands!

Bill Myers/Northeast Rep, Team Ridertested

Product name: 
Thruster V.4
Product Category: 
Hybrid 
Sizes Available: 
8, 10, 12, and 14m
Release Date: 
May 2010

Designer Profile:
Name: Chris Cousins and  

Bill Hansen
Location: OBX, San Francisco

Job Title: Owner (Chris), 
Chief Designer (Bill)

Designing: 30+ years
Kiteboarding: Over 10



There are ten models of Naish Custom directional boards for 
2010 grouped into three ranges: Global, Fish, and Gun. Where 
does the Gun fit in your lineup? Naish offers a large variety of 
waveboard models, so there is overlap in the performance. More than 
what any given board can or can’t do, the differences between the 
boards are best described as having different riding characteristics.

Now in its fourth generation of refinement, what is the 
biggest change from the previous year’s model? Four years into 
a specific range of Gun (previously called FR, for Fast Rocker), the 
most apparent change from last year was that we grew the range 
from one board to two. Last year’s 5’9” was so well received that we 
wanted to offer more options so riders could fine tune their choice.

What are some of the key product features and performance 
characteristics of the new Custom Gun? How the Gun differs 
from our other ranges is how smooth the Gun rides. It is by far the 
most comfortable choice for riding at top speed. It eats up chop and 
stays in control without needing focus from the rider.

What type of rider is best suited for this board? Best suited 
would be riders that prefer to be lit. The Gun handles the fastest 
speeds. This can be big waves and/or high wind. The Gun also suits 
riders new to directional boards since it is the easiest to control.

Since the Custom Gun is a fast board that excels in high 
wind and big swell conditions, does it give up anything in 
other performance areas such as turning? Some riders would 
say yes. Like everything else, this depends upon the individual’s 
riding style. Some riders swear by the way the Gun turns for all 
riding conditions. Others only use it in big waves, and prefer the 
different way the Global or Fish turn in smaller waves. For me, it 
comes down to the board speed I want to carry on any given day. If 
I know I’ll be blasting, the Gun is the best choice.

What kind of fin system do the Naish Custom’s have? The fin 
system is called DFS. It is compatible with FCS, but is built stronger 
to handle the abuse of kiteboarding. The Gun is a thruster. Quads are 
insane when you want to add power into your turns, or to break the 
fins loose off the top. For the Gun, we are not trying to add bite in the 
bottom, but instead just keep it smooth in order to control the speed.

Do you have any fin tweaking tips that will help riders 
customize the board for different conditions? The fin set we 
developed for the Gun will suit 99% of the riders, but the sky is the 
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limit for those wanting to experiment. There is a 
bit of a trend toward using a smaller trailer fin for a 
little looser feeling. Fins with more flex can be fun 
too. There are pro and cons to all kinds of different 
combinations. We went for the combo that has the 
right power for tracking and upwind drive, yet is still 
loose enough to be fun. Riders shouldn’t overlook 
the huge difference made by back foot placement. 

How does the 6’2” Gun differ from the 6’2” 
Global directional? In general the Global ranges 
are more suited for moderate board speeds. 
They are super snappy, but this can cause speed 
wobbles when maxing out the board speed on a 
Global where the Gun would still be ready for more.

Why would you suggest a rider choose the 
5’10” size over the 6’2” size? The 5’10” was 
given a small squash tail to offer a slightly tighter 
radius turn to riders that don’t have enough 
power for the 6’2”.

Is Naish’s warranty policy the same on 
directionals as it is for your twin tips? No.  
The twins are built to handle the beating of 
freestyle riding. To reinforce a directional to the 
same degree would be too big a compromise in all 
other areas of performance. The waveboards are 
built for riding surf.

Specifically designed for lit conditions, the Naish Custom Gun offers the 
smoothest ride at top speeds in their directional line up. Photo Naish/E. Aeder

naish 

You introduced the Wing in 2008 as 
your light wind board. Now in its third 
generation, what is the most significant 
change in the 2011 model? The 2011 model 
has retained the original dog-bone outline, 
but about everything else is different. The 
bottom has a radical single concave that really 
smoothes out the ride and improves grip. The 
core is now vertically laminated Pawlonia wood 
which gives fantastic life and feel to the board. 
The 2011 Wing is much thinner, lighter, and 
a little more flexy than last year’s model with 
just a tad of rocker to handle the chop. We 
incorporated torsion bars into the new 3D mold 
that provide side to side rigidity in the tips while 
letting them flex end to end. This keeps your fins 
performing well and not flexing off. The new 
spirograph graphics are amazing and offer lots 
of windows into the wood core.

What was your biggest challenge during 
the prototype phase? We switched over from 
our USA factory to a well known factory in 
Thailand for this board, so tooling up, approving 
drawings, getting samples, and putting the final 
design into production took some time.

Does the Wing’s construction differ much 
from your Spirit line of boards? Not very 
much. The construction is very similar. In 

the larger boards, we add a little more unidirectional cloth to 
compensate for flex incurred from length. This keeps all sizes 
riding similarly.

What are some of the other key product features and 
performance characteristics on the new board? Last year’s 
Wing had a flat bottom. The 2011 single-concave bottom really 
makes it handle a lot better. It is noticeable for sure. Offset fins 
let you get more grip and ride easier when the wind is light and 
your board is flat. It can still be ridden toeside because the rail is 
so thin and grippy.

Do you recommend specific sizes of the Wing for riders of 
different weights? I recommend the 161 for riders over 200 lbs. 
and the 153 for those weighing around 165-199 lbs. The 146 is 
for smaller riders. Of course, if you want to ride in minimum wind, 
go big!

What do you think riders often overlook or should consider 
when choosing light wind gear in general? I think too many 
riders look to the kite as the light wind solution when it is really 
the board that makes a huge difference. Having the hourglass 
side cut shape is very important too. By having the extra flare on 
the ends, you are getting a lot more planing surface right where 
you need it - on the back corner of the board where your weight 
is. A regular shaped board tapers in the tips and you lose a lot of 
potential planing surface area. It is amazing how the shape of the 
Wing gets you going upwind in light wind. I weigh 220 lbs. and 
can go upwind on my 15m in 10-12 mph with the 2011 Wing 161. 

How do you think the Wing differs from other light wind 
twin tips on the market? Compared to other boards, our outline 
shape, the concave bottom, and our rocker and flex are unique. 
The Wing lets you ride in light wind, but handles lively in chop, 
kite loops, raleys, and all your normal tricks. It is super fun to ride 
in anything 22 mph or less. Above that, I ride the Spirit 137.

What is your warranty policy on this product? Six months 
against manufacturer defects.

This board should not be called the Wing, it should be called Session 

Saver. It’s that good! Even when a directional board will barely keep 

you upwind, this thing rockets you there. It’s easy to go toeside, easy to 

jump, and easy to fall in love with. Just try it!

Rebecca Geffert/www.Boardsports.com tested
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Product name: 
Litewave Wing 2011
Product 
Category: 
Light Wind Twin Tip
Sizes Available: 
146, 153, and 161cm 
(all are 44cm wide 
at the tips and 41cm 
wide at the hips)
Release Date: 
July 2010
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The 2011 Wing is much thinner and lighter with a little more flex than the 
previous model. The new radical single concave bottomand modified rocker 
help smooth out the board’s feel, especially in chop. Photo XLKites.com

Designer Profile:
Name: Litewave Dave
Age: 40-something (barely)
Location: Northern-Cali
Job Title: Owner/Designer 
Designing: Composites for 35  
years, kiteboards for 12 years
Kiteboarding: 12

Designer Profile:
Name: Greg Drexler

Age: 38
Location: Maui, Hawaii

Job Title: Kiteboard 
Product Manager

Designing: 10
Kiteboarding: 13

Sneak Pea
k
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The 5’10” has a little more width in the tail, allowing for more float and 

punch out of the turns in small to medium size waves. This board maintains 

the narrow gun shape from tail to nose, allowing it to be lightning fast. I 

have found that the rear foot strap placed in the farthest back position gives 

me massive leverage over the fins, allowing me to dominate the board for 

hard snaps and board reversals. The 6’2” is my personal weapon of choice. Its perfect 

rocker and narrow pin tail design allows me to pull off radical power turns in the most 

critical part of any wave with my eyes closed, literally! Placing the front footstrap as close 

to the nose as your stance will allow will help to keep the nose down. Adapting a wider 

stance for riding a bigger board is very beneficial for control in large surf. The unique 

wood look of these Naish boards also makes them really stand out anywhere you go.

Jim Bones/Team Ridertested

Product name: 
2010 Naish Custom Gun
Product Category: 
Waveboard
Sizes Available: 
5’10” and 6’2”
Release Date: 
Available Now
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Submit your photos of “local 
homies” riding at your home 
spot and you could win a 
killer T-shirt from Transcend 
Kiteboarding! E-mail 
paul@thekiteboarder.com

winning photo

Local Homies is all about everyday, local riders sharing the stoke at their home kiting spots. 

Local homies
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John Paul Bonetti grabs in the Gorge. Photo Dee Dee

Alex Fox presses the nose in Florida. Photo Tripp Hobbs

Scott Edwards kiteloops in front of Morro Rock in 
Central California. Photo Ben Icard

Victor Korikalo tries to get the attention of the ladies
 in Vanuatu. Photo Courtesy Victor Korikalo

Carlos Garcia-Velez jumps over his 
girlfriend Sam in the Bahamas. 
Photo Carlos Garcia-Velez

Bram De Lange cruises in Belgium. 
Photo Reindert Van Herreweghe

David Broome taking off in Santa 
Cruz. Photo Shal Jacobovitz

Laura Maher gets in some hang time at the 
SPI Kite Roundup. Photo Carol Bolstad

Rob Witmer’s nickname is 
Sharkbite because he was 
bit by a shark two years ago. 
Photo Amy Hunter
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Kitesurfari	
(714) 964-5483	 CA
Kite Naked
(209) 304-2200	 CA
KiteWindSurf	
(510) 522-WIND	 CA
Live2Kite	
(415) 722-7884	 CA
Long Beach 
Windsurf Center	
(562) 433-1014	 CA
Mako Surf Skate Snow	
(949) 367-1300	 CA
Malibu Kitesurfing	
(310) 430-KITE	 CA
Manta Wind & Water Sports	
(858) 270-7222	 CA
Monkey Air	
(310) 457-6896	 CA
Murrays	
(800) 786-7245 x23	 CA
Offshore Surf Co.	
(760) 729-4934	 CA
Kite School	
(650) 960-1721	 CA
Solutions
(805) 773-5991	 CA
Soul Performance	
(310) 370-1428	 CA
Sky Kitesurfing School	
(925) 455-4008	 CA
VELA	
(800) 223-5443	 CA
Wind over  
Water Kiteboarding	
(650) 218-6023	 CA
Kite Island	
(925) 212-2915	 CA
Xdream Sportz	
(858) 481-9283	 CA
Xstreamline Sports	
(310) 518-1972	 CA
Xtreme Big Air	
(805) 773-9200	 CA

Colorado
Colorado Kite Force
(970) 485-3300	 CO
GAYLAN’S	
(720) 887-0900	 CO
GG Wind Kiteboarding	
(970) 389-0683	 CO
Into the Wind	
(303) 449-5906	 CO
Larson’s Ski and Sport	
(303) 423-0654	 CO
Fuze Kiteboarding	
(303) 683-5033	 CO
PKS	
(970) 376-3159	 CO
Snowkite Steamboat	
(970) 819-2997	 CO

Connecticut
Orbit Marine Sports	
(203) 333-3483	 CT

Certified

TKB Certified Insurance

IKO

Pasa

0THER
OTHER

HOW SAFE IS 
YOUR INSTRUCTOR?
 Is your instructor or school 
insured? Have they been 
through an internationally 

recognized, certified 
instruction program? While 
insurance and certification 
don’t guarantee you quality, 

safe instruction, they can help 
you better qualify your choices. 
Introducing the TKB Certified 
Schools program. Look for 
the symbols by the listings! 

For complete info or to be 
recognized as a TKB 
Certified School, see 

www.thekiteboarder.com 
and click on the TKB Certified 

School graphic.

The Kiteboarder 
Certified Schools

LEGEND

California
Action Watersports	
(310) 827-2233	 CA
Airtime Kiteboarding	
(818) 554-7573	 CA
Aquan Watersport	
(650)593-6060	 CA
Australian Kitesurf Academy
(714) 955-7832	 CA
Bay Area Kitesurf 	
(415) 573-2619	 CA
Board Sports	
(510) THE-WAVE	 CA
Board Sports	
(415) 929-SURF	 CA
CaliKites	
(619) 522-9575	 CA
Captain Kirk’s	
(310) 833-3397	 CA
Delta Windsurf Company	
(831) 429-6051	 CA
Helm Sports	
(650 )344-2711	 CA
Inflight Surf and Sail	
(562) 493-3661	 CA
Kite Country	
(619) 226-4421	 CA
Kitegearboxx.com
(888) 411-0732 	 CA

Tri State Kites	
(800) 510-0865	 CT

Florida
7 Kiteboarding	
(305) 664-4055	  FL
Ace Performer	
(239) 489-3513	  FL
Bloodline Boardshop
(321) 254-4668	 FL
Big Kite Miami	
(305) 303-4107	 FL
East Coast Kiteboarding	
(954) 295-5778	  FL
Emerald Coast Kiteboarding	
(850) 235-2444	 FL
Extreme Kites	
(904) 461-9415	  FL
Extreme Sports	
(321) 779-4228	  FL
Jupiter Kiteboarding	
(561) 373-4445	  FL
Key West Kiteboarding
(305) 407-6748	 FL
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay	
(813) 389-3683	 FL
Ft. Lauderdale 
Kitesurfing Co.	
(954) 410-5419	  FL
Island Style Wind &  
Watersports	  
(941) 954-1009	  FL
Island Surf and Sail 	
(954) 927-7002	  FL
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay	
(813) 389-3683	 FL
Kite Surf the Earth	
(888) 819-5483	  FL
Kite World	
(321) 725-8336	 FL
KGB Kiteboarding
(904) 434-8987	 FL
1st Coast Kiting
(904) 424-2721	 FL
Learn 2 Fly
(386) 986-9637	 FL
Liquid Surf & Sail	
(850) 664-5731	 FL
KiteMare
(877) 829-0015 	 FL
Miami Kiteboarding Inc.
(305) 345-9974 	 FL
Otherside Boardsports
(305) 853-9728	 FL
The Kite Shop
(305) 361-0168	 FL
Sandy Point  
Progressive Sports	
(386) 756-7564	 FL
Ski Rixen	
(954) 429-0215	 FL
Tampa Bay Kiteboarding	
(727) 798-2484	  FL
Triton Kiteboarding
(727) 453-9577	 FL
Water Monkey Kiteboarding
(727) 481-3637	 FL

Watersports West	
(888) 401-5080	 FL
XL Kites
(866) 955-4837	 FL
Xrated Kiteboarding	
(888) 401-5080	 FL

Georgia
All Out 
Kiteboarding
(912) 234-8260	 GA
High Tide Surf Shop	
(912) 786-6556 	 GA
Locus Kiteboarding	
(404) 509-4229	 GA
Hanag20 
Kiteboarding	  
(912) 223-7856	 GA

Hawaii
Action Sports 
Maui	
(808) 871-5857	 HI
Caveman Kitesurfing	
(808) 389-4004	 HI
Extreme Sports Maui	
(808) 871-7954	 HI
Hawaiian Island  
Surf & Sport	
(808) 871-4981	 HI
Hawaiian Watersports 
(808) 262-KITE	 HI
Kailua Sailboards	
(808) 262-2555	 HI
Kite High	
(808) 637-5483	 HI
Kiteboarding School  
of Maui
(808) 873-0015	 HI
Maui Kiteboarding 
Lessons	
(808) 242-8015	 HI
Naish Maui 
Pro Center	
(808) 871-1500	 HI
Naish Hawaii	
(808) 262-6068	 HI
Off Da Lip	
(808) 255-6255	 HI
Second Wind
(808) 877-7467	 HI
Vela Maui	
(800) 223-5443	 HI

Idaho
Groud Zero	
(208) 265-6714	 ID
Fly Sun Valley	
(208) 726-3332	 ID

Illinois
Windward Sports
(773) 472-6868 	 IL
Chicago Kiteboarder	
(312) 804-5482	 IL

Massachusetts
Air Support Kiteboarding	
(866) Kite-Cod	 MA
Kitesite.net		
(508) 398-1333	 MA
Skyhigh Kiteboarding  
School	
(508) 259-2728	 MA

Maryland
H2AIR Productions	
(302) 227-1105	 MD

Michigan
Broneah Kiteboarding	
(231) 392-2212	 MI
Detroit Kiteboarding	
(248) 245-5016	 MI 

Kiteboarding, SUP, Surf ing 

Windsurf ing, Wakeboarding, 

Waterskiing and more.

Contact: Dana Cagen 

1.866.889.4762 ext 28 

Dana.cagen@sportsinsurance.com

INSURANCE FOR 

ALL WIND AND

WATERSPORTS

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

SI_kiteB_ad.pdf   4/9/10   1:06:52 PM

Grand Bay Kite Co.	  
(231) 929-0607	 MI
Great Lakes
Kiteboarding 
(586) 822-6511	 MI
MacInaw Kite Co.	  
(800) 622-4655 	 MI
Tawas Board Riders
(989) 362-9906	 MI
Motor City
Kiteboarding
(586) 943-5172	 MI
Sharkless Kiteboarding	  
(269) 639-SURF	 MI
Uncle Doug’s
Kiteboarding	  
(810) 985-3732	 MI

Minnesota
Scuba Center Wind/Kite	
(612) 925-4818	 MN
North Star Kiteboarding	
(612) 940-6639	 MN
Midwest Mountaineering
(612) 339-3433	 MN
LAKAWA Kiteboarding	
(651) 428-4121	 MN

Mississippi
Get Air	
(228) 209-1204	 MS
Gulfport Boardsports
(228) 596-1936	 MS

Montana
Underground Kitesports	
(406) 546-2709	 MT

North Carolina
Blowing in the Wind	
(910) 763-1730 	 NC
Cape Fear Kiteboarding	
(910) 201-4002	 NC
Kiteboarding Hatteras	
(252) 995-5000	 NC
Kitty Hawk 
Kiteboarding Centers	
(877) FLY-THIS	 NC
Outer Banks Kiting
(252) 305-6839	 NC
Real Kiteboarding	
(866) 732-5548	 NC
Wind Toys USA	
(910) 328-5483	 NC
Wind Toys II
(252) 393-1300	 NC

New Hampshire
Powerline Sports	
(888) 987-WIND	 NH

New Jersey
Extreme Windsurfing	
(610) 807-9493	 NJ

Lincoln City Surf Shop	
(541) 996-7433	  OR
New Wind	
(541) 387-2440	 OR
Pacific Wave	
(503) 861-0866 	 OR
Windance Boardshop
(541) 386-2131	 OR

Puerto Rico
Kitesurfing Puerto Rico	
(787) 374-5329	  PR
Velauno	
(787) 728-8716	 PR

Rhode Island
Northwind Sports	
(401) 254-4295	 RI

South Carolina
Half Moon Outfitters	
(843) 881-9472	 SC
Catch Some Air	
(843) 388-9300	 SC

South Dakota
Pro Peak Sports	
(605) 341-5445	 SD

Texas
Air Padre Kiteboarding	
(956) 299-WIND	 TX	
Pro Kitesurf	
(361) 883-1473	 TX
South Coast 
Kiteboarding	
(361) 949-3278	 TX
S. Padre Island
 Kiteboarding	
(956) 245-8343	 TX
S. Padre Kiteboarding	
(956) 761-1434	 TX
Warming Hut Ski & Board	
(972) 234-6088	 TX

Green Hat Kiteboarding	
(718) 577-1256	 NJ
Heritage Surf & Sport	
(609) 263-3033	 NJ
Island Surf and Sail	
(609) 494-5553	 NJ

Nevada
Kitesurf Vegas	
(702) 493-9245	 NV
Windsports	
(702) 220-4340	 NV

New York
Best Kiteboarding Center
(631) 691-0793	 NY
Curtis Sport Connection	
(716) 627-2247	 NY
Island Riders	
(631) 608-0366	 NY
Main Beach Surf & Sports	
(631) 537-2716	 NY
Myers	
(716) 751-6511	 NY
Skywalk Kiteboarding	
(631) 324-4450	 NY
Windsurfing Hamptons
(613) 283-9463	 NY
Rick’s Surf Shop	 
(631 )581-9424	 NY

Ohio
Red Sky Surf & Snow	
(419) 536-3204	 OH
River Sports	
(440) 333-8138	 OH

Oklahoma
Thomasons Sports Kites	
(580) 796-2359	 OK

Oregon
2nd Wind Sports	
(541) 386-4464	 OR
Air-Time	
(541) 387-3910	 OR
All Surf Industries	
(503) 239-8973	 OR
Big Winds	
(888) 509-4210	 OR
Brian’s Windsurfing/
Kitesurfing	
(541) 386-1423 	 OR
Cleanline Surf	
(888) 546-6176 	 OR
Floras Lake Windsurfing	
(541) 348-9912	 OR
Gorge Surf Shop	
(800) 957-4978	 OR
Hood River Waterplay	
(541) 386-WIND	  OR
Kite-Line	
(888) 714-9849	  OR
Kite the Gorge
(541) 490-4926	 OR

XL Kites, Dallas 	
(817) 676-7842	 TX
XLKites, Houston
(877) 955-4837	 TX
XL Kites, Padre Island	
(866) 957-2373	 TX
Zero Gravity 
Kiteboarding	
(361) 949-0266	 TX

Utah
Cloud 9 Soaring Center	
(801) 576-6460 	 UT
Kiteutah.com	
(435) 462-5303 	 UT

Virginia
Southeast Expeditions	
(877) 943-8548	 VA

Washington
North by Northwest Surf Co.	
(360) 452-5144	 WA
Seattle Kiteboarding 
Center	
(206) 779-3272	 WA
Urban Surf	
(206) 545-9463	 WA
Wiley’s Water Ski Shop	
(206) 762-1300	 WA
Wind Flow	
(877) 211-3524	 WA
Evo	
(206) 973-4470	 WA
Bellingham Kiteboarding	
(360) 441-7577	 WA

Wisconsin
Adventure Kiteboarding	
(414) 760-1493 	 WI
Coontail Watersports	
(715) 385-0250	 WI
Kite-Riders	
(608) 273-1817	 WI

Certified

Southport Rigging Company	
(262) 652-5434	 WI
The Board Shop	
(262) 248-1703	 WI

Wyoming
Hoback Sports	
(307) 733-5335	 WY

kitepages
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Email: paul@thekiteboarder.com
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Lithuanian rider Saulius drops the bar in the 
middle of a kiteloop. Photo Aiste

No-wind winch sessions and rails always make for a good opportunity 
for a yard sale. Photo Courtesy SPI Kite Roundup

This unknown student almost has it figured out, except for the fact that his 
head belongs above his feet. Photo Dave Cooper/ www.redseamonkeys.com

Scott Edwards breaks a line 
mid kiteloop in Morro Bay.
Photo Ben Icard

2 thekiteboarder.com

yard sale

Still think you need a board leash? This is why you don’t want anything 
to do with them. Photos Dave Cooper/ www.redseamonkeys.com
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check out www.northkites.com

          Range of use:Wave / freeride
sizes: 5 / 7 / 9 / 10 / 12 / 14

Light it up! fuse

4 line  

with 

5th line 

ability

 · Freeride / Wave / race abilities 
 · Huge wind range 
 · Good and easy too reach low end 
 · reactive steering – especially when depowered 
 · Push & pull manners 
 · 4/5 line option 




