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Need

Back Mobe
Words and Riding by Julien Hosp
Photos Jacqueline d’Entremont

tips
•	 �The more inverted you go, the easier and 

more stylish the trick will be.

• 	Use your back leg to initiate the rotation.

• 	�I f you constantly crash by catching the front 
tip of your board on the water, try to hold the 
bar a little longer and pass a little later as this 
will give you a better position in the air.

SEQUENCES

By definition, the back mobe is a back roll with a 360 
frontside handlepass. If you want to learn the back mobe, 
you should be comfortable with simple handlepasses 
such as a 313 or blind judge and you should know how to 
do unhooked back rolls in your sleep. 

1. 	Enter the move with speed and unhook.

2. 	To initiate the back mobe, throw an inverted back roll. 

3. 	 In the middle of the back roll, press the bar to your back hip. 

4. 	 Look over your back shoulder and keep rotating. 

5. 	Pass the bar and finish the rotation. 

6. 	Spot your landing and try to get your second hand on the bar to gain control of  
	 your kite.
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313 tips
•	 �Throw your back leg back during the 

raley so you can kick it forward to 
initiate the rotation. 

• 	�Don’t keep your kite too high, as this 
will make the pass really difficult.

Words and Riding by Julien Hosp
Photos Jacqueline d’Entremont

For a lot of riders, the 313 is the second 
handlepass they learn after the blind judge, 
but it actually took me quite a long time to 
get the 313 stable and well executed, so 
now I really love doing it every session! If 
you want to learn the 313, first you need to 
be able to do basic unhooked jumps and be 
able to land blind or wrapped with a surface 
pass. The higher you keep your kite, the 
more difficult it will be to pass the bar, but 
the crashes will hurt a lot less. 

1. 	� Enter the move with speed and unhook. For your first attempts, try to keep the kite 
between 10 and 11 o’clock to make the handlepass easier to complete. 

2. 	Go for good pop off the water and throw out a nice raley. 

3. 	Make sure you kick your back leg out during the raley!

4.	 �To initiate the rotation to pass the handle, kick your back leg forward while looking 
over your front shoulder. 

5. 	Keep the bar close to your back hip, pass the bar, and spot your landing.

6. 	Stomp the landing and ride away.

SEQUENCES
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work

bench
ou can learn a lot about a 
kiter just by looking at his  
or her chicken loop. 

This being the one part of kite 
equipment that requires periodic 
maintenance, the condition of a 
rider’s main depower line can give 
you hints about the personality 
of the kiter. Is the trim line clean 
and tidy? A little rough around 
the edges? Completely haggard? 
Regardless of whether you weigh 
in as a fair-weather lightweight, a 
weekend warrior, or an everyday 
heavy, at some point you are going 
to have to cross that bridge: Tempt 
one more session or go straight to 
your local shop for a replacement. 
If you enjoy a good self rescue 
every now and then, feel free 
to test the limits of line wear. 
However, if you don’t want or need 
the exercise of an unexpected 
swim, you’ll have to find the fine 
line between acceptable wear and 
pushing your luck. 

How Far Do You 
Push wear?
How far you push it probably depends on some vague and 
unspeakable risk calculus, factoring in any of the following 
variables; cash in wallet, deficit of time, cost of kite repair, size 
of surf, degree of self motivation, and the perceived importance 
of the immediate session standing between you and a fresh 
chicken loop. When I was a student, short in terms of time, 
cash, and a sponsor, chicken loops were routinely ridden 
threadbare and almost always until broken. Even now, as a 
sponsored team rider where replacement chicken loops are 
in abundance, I still find myself on occasion riding trim loops 
resembling dental floss, and this is because after all these 
years, my guiding principle in chicken loop replacement is this 
quiet voice of reason in my head which is given absolutely no 
authority despite an almost perfect track record of predicting 
imminent trim loop failure. It doesn’t have to be that way, so 
I consulted a man much wiser than I, and here is the rule of 
thumb the great Peter Schiebel taught me:

It’s good to get in the habit of visually checking your trim 
loop each time you get in the water. If you see some fraying 
or irregular wear, then you should take your fingers and get a 
feel for the extent of wear. For the equipment hypochondriacs 
out there, getting fanatical about a minor amount of trim loop 
fraying is a waste of time, but when your minor fuzz turns 
into missing chunks, then it’s time for a trim line tune up. 
Squeeze the trim line between two fingers and move down 
the length of your trim loop to get a feel for areas where the 
Spectra has worn thin. When the gap becomes tangible and 

Y

Peter Schiebel 
likes to push wear 
to the limit. Photo 
Brendan Richards

By Brendan Richards

considerable between the worn and unworn areas, it’s 
time for some preventative maintenance. Of course, if you 
like swimming surrounded by balls of kite line and a giant 
piece of fabric, then by all means see just how far you can 
push your luck.

It should be noted that despite his wise advice, Peter ended 
this fall’s first double overhead session with a depower line 
so thin that he was able to floss his teeth with it.

Brendan Richards 
rides for Caution Kites 
(www.cautionkites.com), 
runs Santa Cruz Kitesurfing 
(www.sckitesurfing.com), 
and generally likes to avoid 
long ocean swims. Check 
www.cautionkites.com/vid/
trimloop for an instructional 
video on how to replace 
your chicken loop.
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Author Brendan Richards usually ignores that little voice in his head telling him 
it’s time to replace his chicken loop. Photo David DeVries
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Submit your photos of “local 
homies” riding at your home 
spot and you could win a 
killer T-shirt from Transcend 
Kiteboarding! E-mail 
paul@thekiteboarder.com

winning photo

Local Homies is all about everyday, local riders sharing the stoke at their home kiting spots. 

Local homies

Slawek Krauze gives the cameraman 
a close look at the bottom of his 
board. Photo Paul Lang
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The infamous Tommy Trozera, AKA the Hair Farmer, scores 
down in Punta San Carlos. Photo Paul Lang

Sean Buell throws down near Tampa Bay. 
Photo Rob Buell

Onno Jongman backrolls in Holland. Photo Mark Karels

Using John VonTesmar’s boat, Jason Brodersen was able to get out for a unique 
session behind San Francisco Bay’s Angel Island. Photo Erin Loscocco

Wainman Hawaii team member Jeremy Lund grabs in 
Jupiter, Florida. Photo Lisa Jefferson

There seem to be a lot of Caution Kites in Santa 
Cruz for some reason. Photo David DeVries

Danny Alvarez finds a little time to get out between 
hurricanes in Puerto Rico. Photo Danny Alvarez

Boriana enjoying herself at Sherman Island. Photo Paul Lang
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Kitesurfari	
(714) 964-5483	 CA
Kite Naked
(209) 304-2200	 CA
KiteWindSurf	
(510) 522-WIND	 CA
Live2Kite	
(415) 722-7884	 CA
Long Beach 
Windsurf Center	
(562) 433-1014	 CA
Mako Surf Skate Snow	
(949) 367-1300	 CA
Malibu Kitesurfing	
(310) 430-KITE	 CA
Manta Wind & Water Sports	
(858) 270-7222	 CA
Monkey Air	
(310) 457-6896	 CA
Murrays	
(800) 786-7245 x23	 CA
Offshore Surf Co.	
(760) 729-4934	 CA
Kite School	
(650) 960-1721	 CA
Solutions
(805) 773-5991	 CA
Soul Performance	
(310) 370-1428	 CA
Sky Kitesurfing School	
(925) 455-4008	 CA
VELA	
(800) 223-5443	 CA
Wind over  
Water Kiteboarding	
(650) 218-6023	 CA
Kite Island	
(925) 212-2915	 CA
Xdream Sportz	
(858) 481-9283	 CA
Xstreamline Sports	
(310) 518-1972	 CA
Xtreme Big Air	
(805) 773-9200	 CA

Colorado
Colorado Kite Force
(970) 485-3300	 CO
GAYLAN’S	
(720) 887-0900	 CO
GG Wind Kiteboarding	
(970) 389-0683	 CO
Into the Wind	
(303) 449-5906	 CO
Larson’s Ski and Sport	
(303) 423-0654	 CO
Fuze Kiteboarding	
(303) 683-5033	 CO
PKS	
(970) 376-3159	 CO
Snowkite Steamboat	
(970) 819-2997	 CO

Connecticut
Orbit Marine Sports	
(203) 333-3483	 CT

Certified

TKB Certified Insurance

IKO

Pasa

0THER
OTHER

HOW SAFE IS 
YOUR INSTRUCTOR?
 Is your instructor or school 
insured? Have they been 
through an internationally 

recognized, certified 
instruction program? While 
insurance and certification 
don’t guarantee you quality, 

safe instruction, they can help 
you better qualify your choices. 
Introducing the TKB Certified 
Schools program. Look for 
the symbols by the listings! 

For complete info or to be 
recognized as a TKB 
Certified School, see 

www.thekiteboarder.com 
and click on the TKB Certified 

School graphic.

The Kiteboarder 
Certified Schools

LEGEND

California
Action Watersports	
(310) 827-2233	 CA
Airtime Kiteboarding	
(818) 554-7573	 CA
Aquan Watersport	
(650)593-6060	 CA
Australian Kitesurf Academy
(714) 955-7832	 CA
Bay Area Kitesurf 	
(415) 573-2619	 CA
Board Sports	
(510) THE-WAVE	 CA
Board Sports	
(415) 929-SURF	 CA
CaliKites	
(619) 522-9575	 CA
Captain Kirk’s	
(310) 833-3397	 CA
Delta Windsurf Company	
(831) 429-6051	 CA
Helm Sports	
(650 )344-2711	 CA
Inflight Surf and Sail	
(562) 493-3661	 CA
Kite Country	
(619) 226-4421	 CA
Kitegearboxx.com
(888) 411-0732 	 CA

Tri State Kites	
(800) 510-0865	 CT

Florida
7 Kiteboarding	
(305) 664-4055	  FL
Ace Performer	
(239) 489-3513	  FL
Bloodline Boardshop
(321) 254-4668	 FL
Big Kite Miami	
(305) 303-4107	 FL
East Coast Kiteboarding	
(954) 295-5778	  FL
Emerald Coast Kiteboarding	
(850) 235-2444	 FL
Extreme Kites	
(904) 461-9415	  FL
Extreme Sports	
(321) 779-4228	  FL
Jupiter Kiteboarding	
(561) 373-4445	  FL
Key West Kiteboarding
(305) 407-6748	 FL
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay	
(813) 389-3683	 FL
Ft. Lauderdale 
Kitesurfing Co.	
(954) 410-5419	  FL
Island Style Wind &  
Watersports	  
(941) 954-1009	  FL
Island Surf and Sail 	
(954) 927-7002	  FL
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay	
(813) 389-3683	 FL
Kite Surf the Earth	
(888) 819-5483	  FL
Kite World	
(321) 725-8336	 FL
KGB Kiteboarding
(904) 434-8987	 FL
1st Coast Kiting
(904) 424-2721	 FL
Learn 2 Fly
(386) 986-9637	 FL
Liquid Surf & Sail	
(850) 664-5731	 FL
KiteMare
(877) 829-0015 	 FL
Miami Kiteboarding Inc.
(305) 345-9974 	 FL
Otherside Boardsports
(305) 853-9728	 FL
The Kite Shop
(305) 361-0168	 FL
Sandy Point  
Progressive Sports	
(386) 756-7564	 FL
Ski Rixen	
(954) 429-0215	 FL
Tampa Bay Kiteboarding	
(727) 798-2484	  FL
Triton Kiteboarding
(727) 453-9577	 FL
Water Monkey Kiteboarding
(727) 481-3637	 FL

Watersports West	
(888) 401-5080	 FL
XL Kites
(866) 955-4837	 FL
Xrated Kiteboarding	
(888) 401-5080	 FL

Georgia
All Out 
Kiteboarding
(912) 234-8260	 GA
High Tide Surf Shop	
(912) 786-6556 	 GA
Locus Kiteboarding	
(404) 509-4229	 GA
Hanag20 
Kiteboarding	  
(912) 223-7856	 GA

Hawaii
Action Sports 
Maui	
(808) 871-5857	 HI
Caveman Kitesurfing	
(808) 389-4004	 HI
Extreme Sports Maui	
(808) 871-7954	 HI
Hawaiian Island  
Surf & Sport	
(808) 871-4981	 HI
Hawaiian Watersports 
(808) 262-KITE	 HI
Kailua Sailboards	
(808) 262-2555	 HI
Kite High	
(808) 637-5483	 HI
Kiteboarding School  
of Maui
(808) 873-0015	 HI
Maui Kiteboarding 
Lessons	
(808) 242-8015	 HI
Naish Maui 
Pro Center	
(808) 871-1500	 HI
Naish Hawaii	
(808) 262-6068	 HI
Off Da Lip	
(808) 255-6255	 HI
Second Wind
(808) 877-7467	 HI
Vela Maui	
(800) 223-5443	 HI

Idaho
Groud Zero	
(208) 265-6714	 ID
Fly Sun Valley	
(208) 726-3332	 ID

Illinois
Windward Sports
(773) 472-6868 	 IL
Chicago Kiteboarder	
(312) 804-5482	 IL

Massachusetts
Air Support Kiteboarding	
(866) Kite-Cod	 MA
Kitesite.net		
(508) 398-1333	 MA
Skyhigh Kiteboarding  
School	
(508) 259-2728	 MA

Maryland
H2AIR Productions	
(302) 227-1105	 MD

Michigan
Broneah Kiteboarding	
(231) 392-2212	 MI
Detroit Kiteboarding	
(248) 245-5016	 MI 

Kiteboarding, SUP, Surf ing 

Windsurf ing, Wakeboarding, 

Waterskiing and more.

Contact: Dana Cagen 

1.866.889.4762 ext 28 

Dana.cagen@sportsinsurance.com

INSURANCE FOR 

ALL WIND AND

WATERSPORTS

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

SI_kiteB_ad.pdf   4/9/10   1:06:52 PM

Grand Bay Kite Co.	  
(231) 929-0607	 MI
Great Lakes
Kiteboarding 
(586) 822-6511	 MI
MacInaw Kite Co.	  
(800) 622-4655 	 MI
Tawas Board Riders
(989) 362-9906	 MI
Motor City
Kiteboarding
(586) 943-5172	 MI
Sharkless Kiteboarding	  
(269) 639-SURF	 MI
Uncle Doug’s
Kiteboarding	  
(810) 985-3732	 MI

Minnesota
Scuba Center Wind/Kite	
(612) 925-4818	 MN
North Star Kiteboarding	
(612) 940-6639	 MN
Midwest Mountaineering
(612) 339-3433	 MN
LAKAWA Kiteboarding	
(651) 428-4121	 MN

Mississippi
Get Air	
(228) 209-1204	 MS
Gulfport Boardsports
(228) 596-1936	 MS

Montana
Underground Kitesports	
(406) 546-2709	 MT

North Carolina
Blowing in the Wind	
(910) 763-1730 	 NC
Cape Fear Kiteboarding	
(910) 201-4002	 NC
Kiteboarding Hatteras	
(252) 995-5000	 NC
Kitty Hawk 
Kiteboarding Centers	
(877) FLY-THIS	 NC
Outer Banks Kiting
(252) 305-6839	 NC
Real Kiteboarding	
(866) 732-5548	 NC
Wind Toys USA	
(910) 328-5483	 NC
Wind Toys II
(252) 393-1300	 NC

New Hampshire
Powerline Sports	
(888) 987-WIND	 NH

New Jersey
Extreme Windsurfing	
(610) 807-9493	 NJ

New Wind	
(541) 387-2440	 OR
Pacific Wave	
(503) 861-0866 	 OR
Windance Boardshop
(541) 386-2131	 OR

Puerto Rico
Kitesurfing Puerto Rico	
(787) 374-5329	  PR
Velauno	
(787) 728-8716	 PR

Rhode Island
Northwind Sports	
(401) 254-4295	 RI

South Carolina
Half Moon Outfitters	
(843) 881-9472	 SC
Catch Some Air	
(843) 388-9300	 SC

South Dakota
Pro Peak Sports	
(605) 341-5445	 SD

Texas
Air Padre Kiteboarding	
(956) 299-WIND	 TX	
Pro Kitesurf	
(361) 883-1473	 TX
South Coast Kiteboarding	
(361) 949-3278	 TX
S. Padre IslandKiteboarding	
(956) 245-8343	 TX
S. Padre Kiteboarding	
(956) 761-1434	 TX
Warming Hut 
Ski & Board	
(972) 234-6088	 TX
XL Kites, Dallas 	
(817) 676-7842	 TX
XLKites, Houston
(877) 955-4837	 TX
XL Kites, Padre Island	
(866) 957-2373	 TX
Zero Gravity 
Kiteboarding	
(361) 949-0266	 TX

Utah
Cloud 9 Soaring Center	
(801) 576-6460 	 UT
Kiteutah.com	
(435) 462-5303 	 UT

Virginia
Southeast Expeditions	
(877) 943-8548	 VA

Washington
North by Northwest Surf Co.	
(360) 452-5144			  WA

Green Hat Kiteboarding	
(718) 577-1256	 NJ
Heritage Surf & Sport	
(609) 263-3033	 NJ
Island Surf and Sail	
(609) 494-5553	 NJ

Nevada
Kitesurf Vegas	
(702) 493-9245	 NV
Windsports	
(702) 220-4340	 NV

New York
Best Kiteboarding Center
(631) 691-0793	 NY
Curtis Sport Connection	
(716) 627-2247	 NY
Island Riders	
(631) 608-0366	 NY
Main Beach Surf & Sports	
(631) 537-2716	 NY
Myers	
(716) 751-6511	 NY
Skywalk Kiteboarding	
(631) 324-4450	 NY
Windsurfing Hamptons
(613) 283-9463	 NY
Rick’s Surf Shop	 
(631 )581-9424	 NY

Ohio
Red Sky Surf & Snow	
(419) 536-3204	 OH
River Sports	
(440) 333-8138	 OH

Oklahoma
Thomasons Sports Kites	
(580) 796-2359	 OK

Oregon
2nd Wind Sports	
(541) 386-4464	 OR
Air-Time	
(541) 387-3910	 OR
Big Winds	
(888) 509-4210	 OR
Brian’s Windsurfing/
Kitesurfing	
(541) 386-1423 	 OR
Cleanline Surf	
(888) 546-6176 	 OR
Floras Lake Windsurfing	
(541) 348-9912	 OR
Gorge Surf Shop	
(800) 957-4978	 OR
Hood River Waterplay	
(541) 386-WIND	  OR
Kite-Line	
(888) 714-9849	  OR
Kite the Gorge
(541) 490-4926	 OR
Lincoln City Surf Shop	
(541) 996-7433	  OR

Seattle Kiteboarding 
Center	
(206) 779-3272	 WA
Urban Surf	
(206) 545-9463	 WA
Wiley’s Water 
Ski Shop	
(206) 762-1300	 WA
Wind Flow	
(877) 211-3524	 WA
Evo	
(206) 973-4470	 WA
Bellingham 
Kiteboarding	
(360) 441-7577	 WA

Wisconsin
Adventure Kiteboarding	
(414) 760-1493 	 WI
Coontail Watersports	
(715) 385-0250	 WI
Kite-Riders	
(608) 273-1817	 WI
Southport Rigging 
Company	
(262) 652-5434	 WI
The Board Shop	
(262) 248-1703	 WI

Wyoming
Hoback Sports	
(307) 733-5335	 WY

Certified

kitepages



thekiteboarder.com  81

G ot  a  gr  e at  wip   e  out    shot   ? 
Email: paul@thekiteboarder.com
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yard sale
Aldo Rossi and Calle attempt the rare synchronized 
double yardsale. Photo Gaia Conti
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Claire Lutz about to go down hard in Hood River. Photo Jon Malmberg Collecting your twisted kite from on top of the 
rocks while waves continue to wash in is never 
very much fun. Photo Paul Lang

Dimitri Maramenides makes yet another 
appearance on this page with this 
elegant board off. Photo Charles Ash

Reed Brady finds himself 
in an interesting situation 
in Hood River. Photo Carol Bolstad

What do you get when the wind dies at the starting line of a kiteboarding course 
race? A textbook yardsale. Photo Paul Lang

Jon Modica attempts the reverse body surf in Baja. Photo Paul Lang
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 ·  LOADED 5TH L INE CONCEPT
 · FLOATING STRUT
 · DIRECT STEERING EVEN WHEN DEPOWERED
 · SHORT AND DIRECT DEPOWER
 · SMOOTH, SEAMLESS POWER STROKE
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