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| gave up trying to be cool a long time

ago, but my lack of coolness was firmly
confirmed two years ago when | took an 11’
stand up paddleboard (SUP) out in 10 knots
with a 6m Kite. It was a complete failure.
The only thing worse than the realization
that I couldn’t make something seemingly
simple work was that as a result of my
stubbornness, | had to drag my kite and a
monster board a quarter mile back up the
beach in wind that was too lame to help me
on the way down, but persistently spiteful
on the way back up.

| had always considered myself at the higher end
of the hierarchy of kitesurfing, one of the guys
that could ride anything; a sheet of plywood

or an inflatable dolphin (other things not cool),
and do it with style. From that point on | vowed
to warn anybody and everybody who floated

the idea of kiting on a stand up paddleboard

that it was by far the worst, most physical, and
ridiculously pointless form of kiting.

Fast forward two years to this last spring when | had been demoted to Senior Vice President
of Demo Operations for Caution Kiteboarding, which requires traveling with a truck full of

kite gear and our new line of stand up paddleboards to demo events all over the west coast.
Demos are typically held in locations that are known for wind, but that are almost guaranteed
to have nothing more than an eight knot sea breeze because of some cosmic law that causes
events to attract light wind conditions. Some people don’t mind demoing kites on the beach,
but for me it’s about the water, so at some point my desperation combined with an abundance
of stand up paddle boards led me to give SUKing (Stand Up Kiting) another try.

To make a short story longer - this time it worked. With 5-8 knots of wind | chose a 15M kite
and one of our 10’ stand up boards. Our SUP boards are second generation style - wider and
shorter with a hard edge in the tail for surfing. The steady pull of the larger kite combined
with a better rail shape made it easy to put the board on edge for cruising upwind. The extra
width helps you balance against the kite and unanticipated changes in wind strength and by
experimenting with your feet and weight placement, you can get pretty efficient at cruising
around in threshold wind conditions.

The novelty may wear off quick, so plan on trying a tail pivot jibe, duck tack, or going
retro with old school windsurfer freestyle tricks. For the simple fact that it gets you off the
beach, SUKing is worth a try. A series of light wind demo events through this summer has
given me more SUK sessions than | would prefer, but as | said, | gave up being cool a long
time ago. Now [I'll settle for getting wet and being entertained, and on occasions that may
involve SUKing.
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After abandoning all attempts to look cool, Brendan Richards found that
kiting on an SUP board (SUKing) can actually be fun. Photo David DeVries

TIPS

o Start on your knees with the kite high in the window. Start
with small power strokes. If you fall, aim for the water, and
try not to skewer the board with your harness hook.

SUP boards don’t come with a centerboard, so you have
to sink the upwind rail in order to be able to track upwind.
You will have to experiment with your board to find the
optimal position.

To turn the board you have to take a few steps back and
sink the tail — a wider stance will help your feet push the
board where you want it to go. You can rotate your legs,
leveraging off the pull of your kite.

In threshold wind conditions, where there’s just enough
wind to keep the kite in the air, every knot helps. Make sure
that you are either sinking the tail or one rail to fight against
drifting with the wind.

If you see a lull coming and you are worried about keeping
the kite in the air, it’s best to keep the kite high in the
window. Once the kite gets low and off to the side in
marginal wind, it’s tough to bring it back up.
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The look on this rider’s face shows just how much fun rails
can be. Photo Jim Stringfellow

% WINNING PHOTO

- Submit your photos of “local homies” riding at
your home spot and you could win a killer T-shirt
from TKB! E-mail paul@thekiteboarder.com

It just wouldn't be the Local Homies section without a

by ::k H?,'S"I":_ grabs over Lake Mohave. GoPro shot! Jake Chanson hits the slider on a light wind
i oto Paul Lang day in Hood River. Photo Jake Chanson e
»

Shane i;ormley is all smiles in the \"‘

Gorge. Photo Jim Stringfellow
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Some dogs love kiters! Julien WohlIrab sprays
the beach dog. Photo Jeff Nelson

Ryan Wolf hes out to the

at Lake Mohave. Photo Paul Lang

Airush’s Kyle Flower slides the nose
in Maui. Photo Nate Volk

Harry Ter Horst won a brand new Wainman Hawaii kite with this photo in
the WH Gangspace Photo Contest. Photo Courtesy Harry Ter Horst
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KITEPAGESN

CALIFORNIA

Action Watersports

(310) 827-2233 CA
Airtime Kiteboarding

(818) 554-7573 CA
Aguan Watersport
(650)593-6060 CA
Australian Kitesurf Academy
(714) 955-7832 =7 Q& CA

Bay Area Kitesurf

(415) 573-2619 CA

Board Sports

(510) THE-WAVE CA

Board Sports

(415) 929-SURF CA

Calikites

(619) 522-9575 CA

Captain Kirk’s

(310) 833-3397 CA

Delta Windsurf Company

(831) 429-6051 CA

Helm Sports

(650 )344-2711 CA

Inflight Surf and Sail

(562) 493-3661 CA

Kite Country

(619) 226-4421 CA

Kitegearboxx.com =57 Q)

(888) 411-0732 CA
HOW SAFE iS

YGUR INSTRUCTGR?

Is your instructor or school
insured? Have they been
through an internationally
recognized, certified
instruction program? While
insurance and certification
don’t guarantee you quality,
safe instruction, they can help
you better qualify your choices.
Introducing the TKB Certified
Schools program. Look for
the symbols by the listings!

For complete info or to be
recognized as a TKB
Certified School, see

www.thekiteboarder.com
and click on the TKB Certified
School graphic.

THE KITEBBARDER
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Kitesurfari  wasimm O
(714) 964-5483

Kite Naked

(209) 304-2200
KiteWindSurf

(510) 522-WIND
Live2Kite

(415) 722-7884

Long Beach

Windsurf Center

(562) 433-1014

Mako Surf Skate Snow
(949) 367-1300
Malibu Kitesurfing
(310) 430-KITE

Manta Wind & Water Sports

(858) 270-7222
Monkey Air

(310) 457-6896
Murrays

(800) 786-7245 x23
Offshore Surf Co.
(760) 729-4934
Kite School

(650) 960-1721
Solutions

(805) 773-5991
Soul Performance
(310) 370-1428
Sky Kitesurfing School
(925) 455-4008
VELA

(800) 223-5443
Wind over

Water Kiteboarding
(650) 218-6023
Kite Island

(925) 212-2915
Xdream Sportz
(858) 481-9283
Xstreamline Sports
(310) 518-1972
Xtreme Big Air
(805) 773-9200

COLORADO
Colorado Kite Force
(970) 485-3300
GAYLAN'S

(720) 887-0900

GG Wind Kiteboarding
(970) 389-0683

Into the Wind

(303) 449-5906
Larson’s Ski and Sport
(303) 423-0654

Fuze Kiteboarding
(303) 683-5033

PKS

(970) 376-3159
Snowkite Steamboat
(970) 819-2997

CONNECTICUT

Orbit Marine Sports
(203) 333-3483
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CA

CA

CA

CA

CA

CA

CA
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CA
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CA

CA

CA
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CA
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CA
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Tri State Kites
(800) 510-0865

FLORIDA

7 Kiteboarding

(305) 664-4055

Ace Performer

(239) 489-3513
Bloodline Boardshop
(321) 254-4668

Big Kite Miami

(305) 303-4107

East Coast Kiteboarding
(954) 295-5778
Emerald Coast Kiteboarding
(850) 235-2444
Extreme Kites

(904) 461-9415
Extreme Sports

(321) 779-4228

Jupiter Kiteboarding
(561) 373-4445

Key West Kiteboarding
(305) 407-6748
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay
(813) 389-3683

Ft. Lauderdale
Kitesurfing Co.

(954) 410-5419

Island Style Wind &
Watersports

(941) 954-1009

Island Surf and Sail
(954) 927-7002
Kiteboarding Tampa Bay
(813) 389-3683

Kite Surf the Earth
(888) 819-5483

Kite World

(321) 725-8336

KGB Kiteboarding

(904) 434-8987

1st Coast Kiting

(904) 424-2721

Learn 2 Fly

(386) 986-9637

Liquid Surf & Sail

(850) 664-5731
KiteMare

(877) 829-0015

Miami Kiteboarding Inc.
(305) 345-9974
Otherside Boardsports
(305) 853-9728

The Kite Shop

(305) 361-0168

Sandy Point
Progressive Sports
(386) 756-7564

Ski Rixen

(954) 429-0215

Tampa Bay Kiteboarding
(727) 798-2484

Triton Kiteboarding 1=:r @
(727) 453-9577

Water Monkey Kiteboarding
(727) 481-3637

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

FL

Watersports West

(888) 401-5080 FL
XL Kites

(866) 955-4837 FL
Xrated Kiteboarding
(888) 401-5080 FL

GEORGIA

AllQut sl O
Kiteboarding

(912) 234-8260 GA
High Tide Surf Shop

(912) 786-6556 GA
Locus Kiteboarding

(404) 509-4229 GA
Hanag20

Kiteboarding

(912) 223-7856 GA

HAWAII

Action Sports 1= @)
Maui

(808) 871-5857 HI
Caveman Kitesurfing
(808) 389-4004 HI
Extreme Sports Maui
(808) 871-7954 HI
Hawaiian Island

Surf & Sport

(808) 871-4981 HI
Hawaiian Watersports
(808) 262-KITE H
Kailua Sailboards

(808) 262-2555 HI
Kite High

(808) 637-5483 HI
Kiteboarding School

of Maui

(808) 873-0015 HI
Maui Kiteboarding
Lessons

(808) 242-8015 HI
Naish Maui

Pro Center

(808) 871-1500 HI
Naish Hawaii

(808) 262-6068 HI
Off Da Lip

(808) 255-6255

Second Wind

(808) 877-7467

Vela Maui

(800) 223-5443

IDAHO
Groud Zero
(208) 265-6714
Fly Sun Valley
(208) 726-3332

ILLINOIS
Windward Sports
(773) 472-6868
Chicago Kiteboarder
(312) 804-5482

WETSUIT.COM

HI

HI

I-877-FIY-GURF

Kitie— Padale — Wake

When vou need
rubber to nde...

MASSACHUSETTS

Air Support Kiteboarding
(866) Kite-Cod
Kitesite.net

(508) 398-1333
Skyhigh Kiteboarding
School

(508) 259-2728

MARYLAND
H2AIR Productions
(302) 227-1105

MICHIGAN
Broneah Kiteboarding
(231) 392-2212
Detroit Kiteboarding
(248) 245-5016

MA

MA

MA

MD

Mi

Mi

Grand Bay Kite Co.

(231) 929-0607 Mi
Great Lakes

Kiteboarding

(586) 822-6511 Mi
Maclnaw Kite Co.

(800) 622-4655 Mi
Tawas Board Riders

(989) 362-9906 M
Motor City il O
Kiteboarding

(586) 943-5172 Ml
Sharkless Kiteboarding

(269) 639-SURF Mi
Uncle Doug’s

Kiteboarding

(810) 985-3732 M

MINNESOTA

Scuba Center Wind/Kite

(612) 925-4818 MN
North Star Kiteboarding

(612) 940-6639 MN
Midwest Mountaineering

(612) 339-3433 MN
LAKAWA Kiteboarding

(651) 428-4121 MN

MISSISSIPPI

Get Air

(228) 209-1204 MS
Gulfport Boardsports &3

(228) 596-1936 MS

MONTANA

Underground Kitesports
(406) 546-2709 MT

NORTH CAROLINA
Blowing in the Wind

(910) 763-1730 NC
Cape Fear Kiteboarding ©
(910) 201-4002 NC
Kiteboarding Hatteras

(252) 995-5000 NC
Kitty Hawk

Kiteboarding Centers

(877) FLY-THIS NC
Outer Banks Kiting  ¢ehre

(252) 305-6839 NC
Real Kiteboarding

(866) 732-5548 NC
Wind Toys USA

(910) 328-5483 NC
Wind Toys Il

(252) 393-1300 NC

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Powerline Sports
(888) 987-WIND NH

NEW JERSEY

Extreme Windsurfing
(610) 807-9493 NJ

Green Hat Kiteboarding
(718) 577-1256 il
Heritage Surf & Sport
(609) 263-3033

Island Surf and Sail
(609) 494-5553

NEVADA
Kitesurf Vegas
(702) 493-9245
Windsports
(702) 220-4340

NEW YORK

Best Kiteboarding Center
(631) 691-0793

Curtis Sport Connection
(716) 627-2247

Island Riders

(631) 608-0366

Main Beach Surf & Sports

(631) 537-2716
Myers

(716) 751-6511
Skywalk Kiteboarding
(631) 324-4450
Windsurfing Hamptons
(613) 283-9463

Rick’s Surf Shop
(631)581-9424

OHIO

Red Sky Surf & Snow
(419) 536-3204
River Sports

(440) 333-8138

OKLAHOMA

Thomasons Sports Kites
(580) 796-2359

OREGON

2nd Wind Sports
(541) 386-4464
Air-Time

(541) 387-3910

Big Winds

(888) 509-4210
Brian’s Windsurfing/
Kitesurfing

(541) 386-1423
Cleanline Surf

(888) 546-6176
Floras Lake Windsurfing
(541) 348-9912
Gorge Surf Shop
(800) 957-4978
Hood River Waterplay
(541) 386-WIND

Kite-Line '"sasilil =7 O

(888) 714-9849

Kite the Gorge

(541) 490-4926
Lincoln City Surf Shop
(541) 996-7433

NJ

NJ

NV

NV

NY

NY

NY

NY

NY

NY

NY

NY

OH

OH
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New Wind

(541) 387-2440
Pacific Wave

(503) 861-0866
Windance Boardshop
(541) 386-2131

PUERTO RICO
Kitesurfing Puerto Rico
(787) 374-5329
Velauno

(787) 728-8716

RHODE ISLAND

Northwind Sports
(401) 254-4295

OR

OR

OR

PR

PR

RI

SOUTH CAROLINA

Half Moon Outfitters
(843) 881-9472
Catch Some Air
(843) 388-9300

SOUTH DAKOTA

Pro Peak Sports
(605) 341-5445

TEXAS

Air Padre Kiteboarding
(956) 299-WIND

Pro Kitesurf

(361) 883-1473
South Coast Kiteboarding
(361) 949-3278

S. Padre IslandKiteboarding
(956) 245-8343

S. Padre Kiteboarding
(956) 761-1434
Warming Hut

Ski & Board

(972) 234-6088

XL Kites, Dallas

(817) 676-7842
XLKites, Houston
(877) 955-4837

XL Kites, Padre Island
(866) 957-2373

Zero Gravity
Kiteboarding

(361) 949-0266

UTAH

Cloud 9 Soaring Center
(801) 576-6460
Kiteutah.com

(435) 462-5303

VIRGINIA

Southeast Expeditions
(877) 943-8548

WASHINGTON

North by Northwest Surf Co.
(360) 452-5144

SC

SC

SD

X
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1)
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12
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1)

Ut

Ut

VA

WA

Seattle Kiteboarding
Center

(206) 779-3272
Urban Surf
(206) 545-9463
Wiley’s Water
Ski Shop

(206) 762-1300
Wind Flow
(877) 211-3524
Evo

(206) 973-4470
Bellingham
Kiteboarding
(360) 441-7577

WISCONSIN

WA

WA

WA

WA

WA

WA

Adventure Kiteboarding

(414) 760-1493

Coontail Watersports

(715) 385-0250
Kite-Riders

(608) 273-1817
Southport Rigging
Company

(262) 652-5434
The Board Shop
(262) 248-1703

WYOMING

Hoback Sports
(307) 733-5335

Wi

Wi

Wi

Wi

Wi

= SPORTS

INSURANCE.COM

i &

Kiteforum.com

Ask any question about kiteboarding

we will have an answer

Forum - Videos - Beaches
whaner. kKiteforum. com

s 1 st
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Still think you need a board leash? This is why you don’t want anything
to do with them. Photos Dave Cooper/ www.redseamonkeys.com
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Lithuanian rider Saulius drops the bar in the
middle of a kiteloop. Photo Aiste
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This unknown student almost has it figured out, except for the fact that his

Scott Edwards breaks a line i
head belongs above his feet. Photo Dave Cooper/ www.redseamonkeys.com

mid kiteloop in Morro Bay.
Photo Ben Icard
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www.globekites.com

infomalobekites.com
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CAN YOU RIP IT?

= DURABILITY X DYNAMIC

TECHNO FORCE |D?

All 2011 North Kiteboarding Kites are now built using the highest quality
Technoforce D2 material. D? stands for Dynamic and Durability.

Over the past years the North Kiteboarding R&D team has been experi-
menting with exclusive Technoforce D2 material and developing it closely
together with Teijin, the market leader in canopy materials. Multiple tests
over the years have consistently produced the same results:

- Technoforce D? material offers a 40% higher breaking strength
- 70% higher tearing strength and also improved flying characteristics.

The main advantage of Technoforce D2 is less broken kites due to way hig-

her durability than other canopy materials — even after years of heavy use.
One main reason for this is the unique coating system of the D2 material.

Each individual thread is first coated before being woven together and
then completely coated again to produce the final material. This ensures
that even if the outer coating is beginning to wear thin after years of heavy
use and UV exposure, the individual threads are still protected and the

material remains crisp and durable. Technoforce D2 also features a unique
double ripstop construction which significantly increases diagonal stiffness.
Because of the dynamic load transmissions placed on kites, stiffness has

a massive influence on flying characteristics. Practical tests have shown
better flying performance of kites with Technoforce D? compared to typical
canopy cloth due to this higher diagonal stiffness. The stiffer structure of the
entire kite geometry ensures that all kites feel more solid and crispy and
react immediately on steering commands. Load transmissions working on

3 dimensional bodies are variable, besides warp and weft the stiffness has
an massive influence on the flying characteristics. Due to the unique double
ripstop construction, Technoforce D? offers a significant higher stiffness con-
cerning diagonal stiffness then common clothing. This is the key to the stiffer
structure of the whole kite geometry and this is the reason why all kites feels
more solid, crispy and react immediately on steering commands.

From now on, all North Kiteboarding Kites are built with Technoforce D2
material. There’s simply no better choice of canopy material.

cHeck out WWW.NORTHKITES.COM





